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For years I had used this space as my own personal knowledge base and to share tech news of interest to me. More recently I've moved to share some of my experiences from my very successful career with scaled-support and as a leader and manager.
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UPDATE 18-Nov-08: I missed this one; not sure what changed -- Google Docs DOES NOT allow sharing of PDFs. Of course a single user can store and view a PDF; you just cannot share it.
"Please note, at this time you can only share PDFs from the Docs list, not the PDF itself. Publishing a PDF so that anyone can view has not yet been implemented."

I guess I am back to finding an alternative.
I looked into free file hosting, to see if I could find a place to store a few PDFs for this blog. The real need came from my current host, Blogger, not providing this service when I last checked in August. It is free, so I can't really complain, yet it is part of Google that gives me 10 GBs free for using their Gmail and Picasa services -- that are also free. Of course I could use Google Docs, but then that forces me to format my documents to fit their tool.

STOP - I spoke too soon, Google Docs now supports PDFs; I can host any PDF up to 10 MB in size (and I can always purchase more space). This is great news, as it helps tie together one more piece in having an integrated blogging solution.

While I'm here though, I thought I'd share a little about what I learned about some free hosting services. I started on a free hosting list page, which had a number of possibilities -- most looking too good to be true. Here's the three that I clicked through to look at more closely.
	DataFileHost.com: This is the first site I look at. 25 MB of free space. No file management; just an upload screen on the home page with a 4-character captia. I'm returned with a download link and a delete link. When you click on the file link, you get a couple Google Content Ads -- a reasonable trade. The one caveat to the service is the file has to be downloaded at least once every 30 days. I want a more permanent solution that will persist after the newness wears off. Time to move on.
	FileAve.com: They offer 50 MB of free storage, and will hold your files as long as you login at least once every 30 days. I actually signed up for this one, as they made it rather easy. I was immediately able to upload files, which I stored in a subfolder I labeled PDFs. Upon completion, I realized I had a newer version of a file, and attempted to upload it. I say attempted, because I was returned an out of server space message. I tried deleting the older one, still no luck -- out of space. I figure it's temporary, so no problem, "What do you expect for free?" I then realized I made a typo in my username (lower instead of uppercase), but FileAve doesn't allow me to change it. Time to move on.

	FastFiles: Promises a whopping 100 MB of free storage. this site is not quite clear on what it wants to do. There's no way to register or manage files, yet the FAQs claims to have my email address and that it can limit my usage. Nevertheless, once I do upload and then look at the download experience, its not what I want to share with my users. The download page is covered with a dark shading, and you cannot view the file until you click through an ad or take a survey. This is served by cpalead.com ("Leading Advertising Solutions"), and if you have a script blocker such as NoScript, you can actually avoid this mess. Not something for more users; time to move on.

	GoogleDocs. This is where I realize I either need to get a different hosting solution (which will eventually happen anyway) or give up on the idea. I decide to give GoogleDocs a look, again, to see if I can squeeze something into their format -- and here I find my solution.

Speaking of Google Docs, I have now seen it used in other good contexts. One is its integration with Salesforce.com. With the Salesforce integration you can develop proposals and other customer documents, and email and track with Salesforce. You can also use it as part of a collaboration and/or workflow within Salesforce. For a startups looking to save cost in hardaware, software and IT labor, Google offers a great solution for office documents, email, collaboration. For now, I'll just be using it to refresh a few posts; who knows what I may find for it next.

Google Docs File Upload Specs:
Documents (up to 500KB)
	  HTML files and plain text (.txt).
	  Microsoft Word (.doc), Rich Text (.rtf), OpenDocument Text (.odt) and StarOffice (.sxw).

Presentations (up to 10MB from your computer, 2MB from the web, 500KB via email)
	  Microsoft PowerPoint (.ppt, .pps).

Spreadsheets (up to 1MB)
	  Comma Separated Value (.csv).
	   Microsoft Excel (.xls) files and OpenDocument Spreadsheet (.ods).

PDF Files (up to 10MB from your computer, 2MB from the web)

Other Features:
	Trackable using Google Analytics
	Several RSS feed options
	Offline access using Gears
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clipper fleet said…



Thanks for sharing this information, and I am wondering how it has worked out for you.  Does google docs advertise as the host or put other advertisements on the blog in exchange for the service?  I am thinking of getting a paid account and don't want the advertisements.  -Laurel
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CHRISdotTODD said…



If you look at this, I went around and around with this post (sorry). Google currently does not support PDF hosting.
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clipper fleet said…



i just realized, like you mentioned, that they don't allow public sharing/publishing.  I am checking out other sites, like this one: 

http://www.scribd.com/

not sure yet if it is the right thing.
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clipper fleet said…



sorry to spam your blog with my comments, but this also looks good: http://www.yudufreedom.com/
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ROB SILVER said…



If you're looking to host pdf for embedding in blogs or free distribution I would check out scribd.com
there's cool widget for embedding in blogs, but users have to sign up for a free scribd account in order to download, although they can view online without doing that
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Katie Johnson said…



Your post is over a year old but I'm hoping you'll still see this question. I have a smll (very small) business and I want to share PDF's with customers. I just want them to see it, not edit it. When I try to share the link to my file which is uploaded to google docs, for the readers it comes up as google docs. How do I get a link that is just www.myfile.pdf  ??any help you can suggest would be appreciated.
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Chris Todd said…



Katie,
I think your best option is Scribd, http://www.scribd.com/. Here's a document I have posted there: http://www.scribd.com/doc/24955488/Firefox3-Shortcuts#fullscreen:on.
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Trouble getting the digital signature in a PDF to print? The solution is actually simpler than you might think.   With your document open in Adobe Acrobat Reader, click File >> Print.  When the Print dialog box opens, look for the "Comments and Forms:" drop-down below the Properties button, located in the upper-right.  Click the drop-down and select "Document and Markups."  Now print.         That's all there is to it. 
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Referencing the value of a cell, not its formula
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   In Excel, I will use formulas quite frequently for my analysis. At times I want to reference the resulting value of the formula for comparison or to feed another formula. Unfortunately, if you are doing a comparison, Excel will try to compare the formula instead of the formulas results. Well, turns out there is an easy way to correct this.   If you want your formula result to be a number, then use the VALUE function. If you want the formula result to be text, use the TEXT function.   Here is the syntax for each:   VALUE(text)  TEXT(value,format_text) -- The format_text value can be any format from the Category box on the Number tab (in the Format Cells dialog box) except General.    Here is an example of each:   =VALUE(MID(A2,46,FIND("&",A2)-46)) -- this actually finds a number beginning with the 46th character of a string, and continues until it finds the ampersand character. By wrapping the formula with VALUE, I can now compare the number to other numbers in my looku
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Do you ever have the experience where your typing away, say in Word, and another program pops-up and takes focus, forcing you to click back on the program you were working in? This happens the most to me when a new IM conversation begins in Trillian . It's not a problem once the conversation is going, just for new ones. Where there are a couple of work-arounds to prevent this from happening. Perhaps the easiest is to get Microsoft's Tweak UI  to disable it. Look for Focus  in the General  section of Tweak UI. You can also do this through a registry setting: Start the Registry Editor: Go to Start | Run and enter  regedit [Enter] Find HKEY_CURRENT_USER | Control Panel | Desktop Go to the Edit menu and select New > DWORD value Name the DWORD value "ForegroundLockTimeout" Assign a value of 30d40 Close the Registry Editor While your in the Registry Editor, you can also set how many times the Window seeking your attention flashes in your taskbar. This is another setting 
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Trouble getting the digital signature in a PDF to print? The solution is actually simpler than you might think.   With your document open in Adobe Acrobat Reader, click File >> Print.  When the Print dialog box opens, look for the "Comments and Forms:" drop-down below the Properties button, located in the upper-right.  Click the drop-down and select "Document and Markups."  Now print.         That's all there is to it. 
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